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SUBJECT: PERUVIAN PURCHASE OF SOVIET ARMAMENTS 

1. DURING COURSE OF PRESS CONFERENCE ON DEC 19. PERUVIAN 
PRESIDENT VELASCO CONFIRMED PERU’S PURCHASE OF SOVIET ARMS. 
EMBASSY LIMA'S INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF OFFICIAL VERSION 

OF EXCHANGE FOLLOWS: 

2. Q.: MR. PRESIDENT, A NORTH AMERICAN NEWSPAPER HAS PUB- 
LISHED THAT PERU IS BUYING TANKS FROM THE SOVIET UNION. 

A. IT IS TRUE. PERU HAS PURCHASED TANKS FROM THE SOVIET 
UNION BECAUSE IT IS A SOVEREIGN COUNTRY AND AS SUCH CAN 
BUY THEM IN THE COUNTRY THAT SUITS IT MOST. IF WE NEED TO 
BUY MATERIAL, WE DO IT. WE ARE NOT GOING TO WAIT WITH OUR 
HANDS IN OUR POCKETS FOR OTHER COUNTRIES TO DO IT. AS FAR 
AS THE TYPE OF MATERIAL THAT WAS PURCHASED I CANNOT REVEAL 
IT FOR OBVIOUS NATIONAL SECURITY REASONS. 
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3. ON DEC 17 CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR REPORTED THE 
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SOVIET SALE OF 24 MEDIUM TANKS TO PERU. WASHINGTON POST 
SUBSEQUENTLY GAVE NON-ALARMIST PLAY TO SALE. 

4.POSTS SHOULD REFRAIN FROM COMMENTING ON THIS DEVELOPMENT. 

PRESS GUIDANCE FOLLOWS. RUSH 
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